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rampart In this attack Captain Barnwell lost his life, and it happened my new commission was wetted (not, as too frequently is the custom, with a dehaucli, but) with a bullet through my hand, and the bieach of my collar-bone with the stioke of a halbeid
After about half an hour's possession of the bastion, the mine undei it, of wh ch the Fi ench officer gave us warning, was sprung, the enemy at the same time making a fuuous sally upon us The mine did a little, though the less execution, for being disco\ ered, but the sally no way answered their end, foi we beat them back, and immediately fixed our lodgment, which we maintained duimg the time of the siege But to oiu double surprise, a few days after they hreJ another mine under, or aoide, the formei, in which they had placed 4\ quantity of gienadoes, which did much more execution than the other notwithstanding all which, a batteiy of guns was pi esently erected upon that bastion, which very consider ably annoyed the enemy
The bieach for a general storm -was now rendered almost piacticable, yet beioie that could be advisably attempted, there was a stiong homwoik to be taken Upon this exploit the Dutch tioops only weie to signalise themselves , and they answered the confidence renosed in them, for though they were twice repulsed, at the thud onset they weie more successful, and took possession , which they likewise kept to the raising of the siege
Theie was a stratagem laid at this time, winch m its own inei it one would have thought should not have failed of a good efloel, but to show the vanity of the highest human wisdom, il imsearncd On the othei side of the Maes, opposite to Maestnch, lies the strong foitiess of Wyck, to which it is joined by a stone budge of six fan aiches The design was, by a false attack on that legular fortification, to diaw the strength of the gamson to its defence, which was but very natuial to imagine would be the consequence Ready to attend th it well-concerted false attack, a large flat-bottomed boat, pi opeily furnished with ban els of gunpowder, and other necessai ics, was to full down under one of the middle arches, and when lived theie, by filing the powder, to have blown up the budge, and by that means to have prevented the return oi the gamson to oppose a ical attack at that instant of time to be made u^on the to\vn of Maestuch by the whole army.